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Abstract 

The genus Megacolabus Broun is here redefined and the genus Callomaoria Brookes 
is synonymised. The species Megacolabus fulviceps Marshall is sunk under M. harrisi 
(Brookes). A key is given for species separation. Three new species, M. garviensis, 

M. pteridosw, and M. obesus are described. 

Introduction 

The presence in the Brookes and PDD collections at Plant Diseases Division, 
D.S.I.R., Auckland, of the holotype and allotype of Callomaoria harrisi Brookes 
and of a co-type of Megacolabus fulviceps Marshall has enabled the confusion which 
has existed between these obviously similar species to be resolved. 

The revision of the genus Megacolabus has been assisted by the loan of material 
from the private collection of Mr E. Fairburn of Whangarei (EF), and of additional 
material from the Dominion Museum, Wellington (DM); Entomology Division, 
D.S.I.R., Nelson (ED); Auckland Institute and Museum, Auckland (AM), and 
the private collection of Mr E. S. Gourlay of Nelson (ESG). In particular, the 
valuable assistance of Mr R. T. Thompson, Department of Entomology, British 
Museum (Natural History) and of Dr G. Kuschel, of University of Chile, Santiago, 
Chile, is acknowledged. 

For the sake of uniformity, all previously known species are redescribed in this 
text. Two additional species are known and will be described when suitable material 
is available. 


Subfamily RHYPAROSOMINAE 
Genus Megacolabus Broun, 1893 

1893. Megacolabus Broun, Man. N.Z. Col. 6: 1377-8. 

1926. Callomaoria Brookes, Trans. N.Z. Inst. 56: 440-8 (new synonymy). 

1932. Callomaoria Brookes, von Dalla Torre, Schenkling, Marshall, Cole opt. Cat. 122: 

66 . 

1934. Megacolabus Broun, Klima, Coleopt. Cat. 140: 145. 

Type species: Megacolabus sculpturatus Broun, 1893. 


Published by the Royal Society of New Zealand, c/o Victoria University of 
Wellington , P.O. Box 196 ? Wellington, 
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The genus Megacolabus was erected by Broun to contain a new weevil species 
M. sculpturatus, based on a single specimen taken at Akaroa on the Banks Pen¬ 
insula in the South Island. The species has never again been taken in spite of 
further collecting in the type locality. 

Members of the genus are nocturnal feeders on low growing ferns usually 
located on the verge of native bush. Two species observed by the author mounted 
fern stems soon after dusk and proceeded to chew the underside of the fronds. 
It is assumed that they breed and hide by day in the leaf mould about the base 
of the plants. 

In 1926 Brookes erected a new genus Callomaoria to receive a species dis¬ 
covered by T. R. Harris at Ohakune. The description given for Callomaoria 
agrees with that of Megacolabus with the exception of the following statements: 
“ Rostrum longer than thorax ” as opposed to “ nearly the length of thorax 55 
as given by Broun, and “ Funiculus . . . basal joint about two-thirds length 
of second ” against “ the two basal joints equal in length These characters, 
however, are of specific value only. The antennal club is described by Brookes 
as “ 3-articulate ” but in clean specimens, including the holotype of C. harrisi , 
the sutures and se.tal pattern of 4 segments, as indicated by Broun for Mega¬ 
colabus , can be seen clearly under 48 X magnification. The genus Callomaoria 
is accordingly sunk under Megacolabus. 

The members of Megacolabus possess a distinctive feature, not hitherto remarked 
upon, in the nodiform fold on each side of the metasternum between mid and hind coxae. 
This is not very obvious in the type specimen. A pattern of elevations on pronotum and 
elytra is discernable throughout the genus, becoming indistinct in some species and with 
additional nodules in others. The genus Megacolabus is redefined as follows: 

Size range. 3.5-9.5 mm (excluding rostrum). 

Cuticle for the most part dull with minutely reticulate microsculpture. 

Head medianly foveate in front, globose below. Eyes oblique, oviform, nearly flat, 
acuminate below. Rostrum moderate, arched, about length of pronotum; scrobes beginning 
in apical portion and extending to base. Antennae with scape attaining but not touching 
eye; funicle pubescent, 7-segmented; club densely clothed, ovate, 4-segmented. 

Pronotum rounded, somewhat depressed apically; surface of pronotum and elytra un¬ 
even, usually with granulate elevations. Scutellum absent. Prosternum emarginate in front. 
Metasternum short, with a nodiform fold on each side between mid and hind coxae. 

Abdomen with segments 1 and 2 large, posterior margin of the first sinuate; segments 
3 and 4 very narrow, depressed, truncate. Anterior coxae contiguous, mid coxae narrowly, 
hind coxae widely separated. 

Legs with femora notched beneath near apex; tibiae flexuous, with an inferior longi¬ 
tudinal row of bristles, mucronate; corbels open; tarsi short, underside densely pubescent, 
third segment deeply bilobed. 

In the male, the posterior dorsal segment is quadrate apically (Fig. 3i) while in 
the female it is more rounded (Fig. 3h). There is no other apparent sexual dimorphism. 

Characters Used in Species Separation 

The known species of Megacolabus are superficially rather similar, with the 
exception of the type species M. sculpturatus. The most obvious differences are 
in the clothing, but this is the character most easily lost. The key for separation 
is therefore based mainly on sculpture and proportion. Drawings were made with 
the aid of a camera lucida. In those of tibiae, the inner surface is shown since 
this afforded an unobscured view of the mucrones. In the outline figures, position 
of the main elevations is indicated by a dotted line, while the scale pattern is 
marked by short, fine strokes for white, and thicker strokes for red-brown scales. 
The chitinisation of the male genitalia is distinctive. Aedeagi of all species except 
M. sculpturatus are figured and were used for final separation and synonymy. 
The tegmina, however, appeared to have little taxonomic value and are excluded 
from the drawings. 
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Fig. 1 .—Megacolabus sculpturatus Broun, a, left fore tibia; b, right hind tibia; c, left 
antenna; d, lateral view; e, dorsal view. 


Key to the Species of Megacolabus 


1. Funicle of antenna with joint 1 equal to joint 2 . 

Funicle of antenna with joint 1 longer than joint 2 
Funicle of antenna with joint 1 shorter than joint 2 

2. Pronotum more or less quadrate; sides gently rounded or 

parallel .. .. . 

Pronotum distinctly transverse, ratio 0.77; sides strongly 
rounded .... 

3. Elytral punctures indistinctly seriate: elevations conspicuous; 

larger species . 

Elytral punctures in distinct series; elevations feeble; 
smaller species 

4. Elytral intervals 4 and 6 with uneven sculpture and cloth¬ 

ing; antennae with scape slender, abruptly clavate at apex 
Elytral intervals 4 and 6, in apical half, smooth and evenly 
clothed; antennae with scape robust, expanding gradually 
to apex .. .. .. . . 

5. Elytra much wider than pronotum, ratio 1.62; strongly 

sculptured species . . ~.. 

Elytra slightly wider than pronotum, ratio 1.33; sculpture 
relatively feeble ...... ...... ...... w ...... 


M. harrisi (Brookes) 

M. sculpturatus Broun 

M. pteridosus n.sp. 

M. decipiens Marshall 

M. garviensis n.sp. 

M. obesus n.sp. 

M. reductus Marshall 


2 

5 

3 


4 
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Megacolabus sculpturatus Broun, 1893. Fig. 1, a-e; Plate 1, f. 

1893. Megacolabus sculpturatus Broun, Man. N.Z. Col. 6: 1378. 

1934. Megacolabus sculpturatus Broun, Klima, Coleopt. Cat. 140: 145. 

Broun (1893) based his description on a single female collected by H. Sut~r 
at Akaroa. This specimen is now in the Broun collection at the British Museum 
(Natural History). It is well known that Broun designated no holotypes but 
examination has shown the specimen to agree with Broun’s description except 
on one point. It is stated “ on the posterior declivity there are no punctures, 
nor are there any well marked elevations ”. The punctures certainly are obsolete, 
but elevations are clearly visible under 24 X magnification. This discrepancy 
is quite certainly due to the inadequacy of the lens used by Broun, and the 
present author therefore has no hesitation in designating the specimen at the 
British Museum the holotype. No other specimens have since been recorded. 

Length, 7.5 nun; breadth, 3.8 mm. 

Cuticle slightly shining, piceous, tarsi more rufcscent. Clothing of decumbent yellowish 
and greyish scales, sparse on rostrum and pronotum, considerably more dense on head, 
elytra and legs. Greyish scales forming dense humeral patches, some small scattered spots 
and a sinuous transverse band bordering hind declivity. 

Head somewhat rugose above eyes; vertex not elevated; fovea shallow. Rostrum with 
central carina at base, becoming indistinctly tricarinate; apical portion coarsely punctate. 
Scrobes beginning two-fifths from apex, moderately deep, becoming wider and more shallow 
in front of eye. Antennae with scapes robust, expanded gradually towards apex; funiculi 
with the two basal joints equal in length (Fig. lc). 

Pronotum obviously transverse (ratio 0.77); sides strongly rounded, widest at middle; 
apex finely margined, truncate, ocular lobes feeble; disc with two low median elevations 
and two others caudad of these, rugosely punctate with interstices bare except for fine 
setae in the punctures and scales in a median depression at base; sides uneven with scales 
and granules. 

Elytra bisinuate at base, with length/width ratio 1.18, little wider than pronotum 
(ratio 1.27); surface irregular with coarse, indistinctly seriate punctures and many shining, 
flattened granules; intervals 3 and 5 raised at base, 2 and 4 depressed there; intervals 
3, 5 and 7 with small elevations on hind declivity. 

Metasternum with tuberculiform fold obsolete. Abdomen closely set with coarse seta 
bearing punctures. 

Legs short, robust, with fairly dense greyish scales and a few granules; corbels sur¬ 
rounded by conspicuous red-gold bristles (Figs. la-b). 

Holotype: $. Akaroa. In Broun collection, British Museum (Natural 

History). 

Distribution: Known only from the one locality on Banks Peninsula, Canter¬ 
bury, South Island (Fig. 8). 

Remarks: The species differs very noticeably from all others in the genus. 
The broad, rather shining pronotum, dense elytral clothing and short, stout legs 
are distinguishing features. Marshall (1938) makes other useful comments on its 
separation. I 

Megacolabus harrisi (Brookes, 1926). Fig. 2, a-g; Plate 1, g. 

1926. Callomaoria harrisi Brookes, Trans. N.Z. Inst. 56: 440-8. 

1932. Callomaoria harrisi Brookes, von Dalla Torre, Schenkling, Marshall, Coleopt. 
Cat. 122: 66. 

1938. Megacolabus fulviceps Marshall, Trans. Roy. Soc. N.Z. 67: 316-40 (new 
synonymy). 

Brookes described a new genus and species Callomaoria harrisi in 1926 from 
a series discovered at Ohakune, Main Trunk Line, by T. R. Harris. The type 
specimens were retained in Brookes’ own collection, but the labels bear no date, 
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Fig. 2 .—Megacolabus harrisi (Brookes), a, left fore tibia; b, right hind tibia; c, left 
antenna; d, lateral view; e, dorsal view; f, aedeagus (dorsal); g, aedeagus (lateral). 


nor is one mentioned in the text. However, a specimen in the Brookes collection, 
almost certainly from .the type series, is labelled “ Ohakune, xii, 1922, T. R. 
Harris”. It bears additional labels, “Brit. Mus. 1922-442” and “ Megacolabus 
sp.n. Det. G. A. K. Marshall ”. This suggests that Brookes had sent the speci¬ 
men to the British Museum for identification but later had rejected Marshall’s 
determination. He is unlikely to have seen the specimen of M. sculpturatus for 
generic comparison. 

Some years later Brookes sent a series of weevils from Mt Egmont, Taranaki, 
to Marshall for identification. From these, in 1938, Marshall described Mega¬ 
colabus fulviceps and M. decipiens , cotypes of which are in the Brookes collec¬ 
tion. Examination of the types of Callomaoria harrisi and the co-type of 
M. fulviceps has shown them to be identical with respect to their external struc¬ 
ture and the male genitalia. In comparing the descriptions only those state¬ 
ments relating to structure and sculpture need be considered, since colour of 
cuticle is variable and clothing easily abraded. Neither can the statements relat- 
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Fig. 3 .—Megacolabus decipiens Marshall, a, left fore tibia; b, right hind tibia; c, left 
antenna; d, lateral view; e, dorsal view; f, aedeagus (dorsal); g, aedeagus (lateral); 
h, $ posterior dorsal segment; i, $ posterior dorsal segment. 

ting to number of elevations on the elytra be compared, since there is much 
individual variation. The only disagreement therefore refers to length of rostrum. 
Brookes ( loc . cit.) describes it as “longer than thorax 5 5 as against Marshall 
(loc. cit.) “as long as pronotum But measurement of the type material with 
an eyepiece micrometer has shown the rostrum and pronotum to be of equal 
length in both cases. It therefore becomes necessary to sink M. fulviceps Marshall 
under M. harrisi (Brookes). 

Length, 5.5-7.5 mm; breadth, 2.7-4.1 mm. 

Cuticle dull black; antennae and tarsi piceous. Clothing variegated; basal half of 
rostrum and head with dense, appressed, red-brown scales, becoming white on vertex; 
pronotum almost bare; elytra with scattered red-brown scales, a dense humeral patch of 
red-brown and white scales, with white scales surmounting elevations on intervals 3, 5 
and 7 and forming a transverse, sinuous band across top of the declivity. 

Head smooth, with shallow frontal fovea and moderate elevation. Rostrum as long 
as pronotum, strongly curved, rather abruptly expanded at antennal insertion; dorsum tri- 
















No. 15 


May —Revision of the Genus Megacolab us Broun 


157 



Fig. 4 .—Megacolabus garviensis n. sp. a, left fore tibia; b, right hind tibia; c, left antenna; 
d, lateral view; e, dorsal view; f, aedeagus (dorsal); g, aedeagus (lateral). 

carinate, the median carina somewhat elevated; apex rugosely punctate, with a shallow 
sulcus at each side. Scrobes smooth, uniformly deep, becoming wider before eyes. Antennae 
with scapes slender, abruptly clavate at apex; funiculi with joint 1 shorter than joint 2 
(ratio 0.73) (Fig. 2c). 

Pronotum nearly quadrate (ratio 0.96), widest at one-third from apex with sides 
rounded in front and gradually sloping in to base; apical margin arcuate, medianly sinuate, 
ocular lobes strongly developed; surface uneven with sparse, shallow punctures and scattered, 
shiny granules; disc with four granular elevations across middle and two smaller ones 
behind median pair. 

Elytra bisinuate at base, with length/width ratio 1.22; widest at two-thirds from base; 
dorsal outline less depressed than in M. sculpturatus (Fig. 2d); surface of disc uneven with 
large, distant setose punctures, the interstices with scattered shiny granules; intervals 3 
and 5 with low granular elevations, those surmounting the hind slope being the most 
prominent. 

Prosternum with a sharp transverse depression. 

Legs robust; fore tibiae inwardly bisinuate (Fig. 2a); clothing of both curved and 
appressed scales; femora with dense patches of white scales, interrupted on hind pairs by 
a bare dorsal patch; tibiae variegated with dense yellow-brown and white scales. 

Genitalia. Aedeagus as Figs. 2 f-g. 

Holotype 9 and allotype $ . Ohakune Main Trunk, no date, collector stated 
to be T. R. Harris (Brookes, 1926). Both in Brookes collection. Plant Diseases 
Division, D.S.I.R., Auckland. 
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Paratypes: Ohakune, no date, 1 spec. (T. R. Harris), in E. S. Gourlay private 
collection, Nelson; same locality and collector, 1 spec, in the British Museum 
(Natural History). 

Other Material Examined: Wellington—Ohakune, — xii, 1922, 5 spec. 
(T. R. Harris) (PDD); 3.L1952, 3 spec. (E. Fairburn) (EF). Taranaki—Dawson 
Falls, Mt Egmont, 6.L1932, 1 spec, (cotype of M. fulviceps ), 5 other specs. (E. Fair- 
burn) (PDD); Mt Egmont, 8.i. 1932, 2 spec. (E. Fairburn) (EF); 30.xii.1951, 
4 spec. (E. Fairburn) (EF). Auckland—Mamaku, 8.ii.l929, 1 spec. (A. Richard¬ 
son) (ED); Taumatatotara, feeding on fern, P ter is macilenta A. Rich, at night, 
20.X.1961, 1 spec. (B. M. May) (PDD). 

Distribution: (Fig. 8) Ohakune, 2,000ft; M.t Egmont, 3,000ft; Taumatato¬ 
tara, Kawhia Go., 1,000ft; Mamaku, 2,000ft 

Remarks: This is the most colourful species when clean and unabraded. The 
long second funicular segment is quite distinct. Observed by the author feeding 
at night on the fern Pteris macilenta. 

Megacolabus decipiens Marshall 1938. Fig. 3, a-i; Plate 1, h. 

1938. Megacolabus decipiens Marshall, Trans. Roy. Soc. N.Z. 67: 316-40. 

Megacolabus decipiens is somewhat similar in size and sculpture to M. harrisi. 
Marshall (loc. cit.) has set out some of the characters separating the two species. 

A full description is as follows: 

Length, 5.0-9.4 mm; breadth, 2.2-5.0 mm. 

Cuticle dull black, antennae and tarsi piceous. Clothing of red-brown and a few white 
scales; red-brown scales as follows:—basal part of rostrum with sparse, appressed scales; 
head with a dense tuft of curved scales on each of the elevations; pronotum with scattered, 
appressed scales at base and sides and a small tuft of curved scales on each side of apical 
emargination; elytra with appressed scales mainly on the elevations, but with a dense 
humeral patch. White scales present on elytra as a sinuous line surmounting the declivity, 
and in some specimens as a spot at apex of humeral patch. 

Head slightly ridged above eyes, with well marked fovea and elevations. Rostrum 
slightly longer than pronotum, indistinctly tricarinate; apex rather finely punctate; scrobes 
narrower and less deep than in M. harrisi. Antennae with scapes slender, abruptly clavate; 
funiculi with joints 1 and 2 equal in length (Fig. 3c). 

Pronotum only slightly transverse (ratio 0.92), widest at one-third from apex with 
sides rounded in front, then parallel to base; apical margin similar to M. harrisi; surface 
relatively smooth with a few small punctures and with granulate elevations arranged as in 
M. harrisi. 

Elytra bisinuate at base; length/width ratio 1.26; sides gently rounded, widest at middle; 
dorsal outline more raised than in M. harrisi (Fig. 3d); surface with distinct elevations on 
intervals 4, 6 and 7 as well as on intervals 3 and 5, with large, distant punctures and with 
granules more or less confined to the elevations. 

Prosternum with a sharp transverse depression. 

Legs comparatively slender; clothed with curved scales and with denser white scales 
forming a submedian band and a basal spot on mid and hind femora; granules incon¬ 
spicuous. 

Genitalia. Aedaegus as Figs. 3 f-g. 

Holotype: $ Dawson Falls, Mt Egmont, Taranaki, 6.L1932 (E. Fairburn). 
In British Museum (Natural History). 

Go-types: Same data as holotype, 1 $ in British Museum (Natural History); 
1 $ , 1 $ in Brookes collection, Plant Diseases Division, D.S.I.R., Auckland. 

Other Material Examined: Wellington—Ohahune, -.xii.1922, 1 spec. (T. 
R. Harris) (PDD). Taranaki—Dawson Falls, Mt Egmont, 6.i. 1932, 9 spec. (E. 


Plate 1 


Trans. Royal Society of N.Z., Zoology, Vol. 3, No. 15. 



Photos by S. A. Rumsey. 


a, Megacolabus reductus Marshall; b. M. garviensis n. sp.: c. M. obesus n. sp.: d, e, 
M. pteridosus n. sp.; f, M. sculpturatus Broun; g, M. harrisi (Brookes); h, M. decipiens 

Marshall. (X4). 
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Fig. 5 .—Megacoiabus reductus Marshall, a, left fore tibia; b, left hind tibia; c, left 

antenna; d, lateral view; e, dorsal view; f, aedcagus (dorsal); g, aedeagus (lateral). 

Fairbum) (DM); same data, 9 spec. (E. Fairburn) (PDD); 14-20.i.l955, 3 
spec. (G. Ramsay) (DM); 20-24.L1955, 4 spec. (G. Ramsay) (ESG); Mt 
Egmont House, 8.i. 1932, 11 spec. (E. Fairbum) (PDD); Mt. Egmont, 30.xii.1951, 
22 spec. (E. Fairburn) (DM); same data, 10 spec. (E. Fairburn) (EF). Auck¬ 
land—Waimatenui, no date, 1 spec. (coll. ?) (AM); Coromandel, no date, 1 
spec. (coll. ?) (AM); no data, 1 spec. (PDD). In addition, 3 specimens in the 
C. E. Clarke collection, British Museum (Natural History), from “Coro¬ 
mandel Mountains, 17.ii. 1934 ”, labelled M. sculpturatus , have been identi¬ 
fied by Mr R. T. Thompson of the British Museum’s Department of Entomology, 
as M. decipiens. 

Distribution: Ohakune, 2,000ft; Mt Egmont, 3,000ft; Coromandel Peninsula. 
(Fig. 8.) 

Remarks: Marshall (loc. cit.) when comparing M. decipiens with M. harrisi 
mentions “ an additional elevation on the declivity ”, but the present author has 
found the upper of the two hind elevations to be extremely variable in both 
species. 

In the opinion of Mr E. Fairburn, the Waimatenui record for this species is 
a doubtful one. The label contains no other information and the area is one 
where Mr Fairburn has collected frequently. 
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Fig. 6. —Megacolabus pteridosus n. sp. a, left fore tibia; b, right hind tibia; c, left antenna; 
d, lateral view; e, dorsal view; f, aedeagus (dorsal); g, aedeagus (lateral). 

Megacolabus garviensis n.sp. Fig. 4: a-g. Plate 1, b. 

Length, 8.0-9.5 mm; breadth, 4.2-5.0 mm. 

Cuticle dull black, antennae and tarsi piceous. Upper surface moderately clothed with 
shining, red-brown scales, apart from a small spot caudad of the shoulders and a sinuous 
band across the top of the declivity, which are white. Ground sculpture coarsely reticulate, 
more finely on elytral disc. 

Head rather closely covered with punctures bearing appressed scales; frontal fovea 
shallow; cephalic elevations obsolete. Rostrum longer than thorax; abruptly expanded at 
antennal insertion; upper surface non-carinate but with wide shallow grooves latero- 
dorsally; ground sculpture and clothing similar to head; apex rugosely punctate, shining; 
scrobes shallow, micro-sculptured and punctate. Antennae robust; scapes gradually clavate, 
sparsely set with scale bearing punctures; surface rendered dull by microsculpture except 
for the glabrous apex; funiculi with joints 1 and 2 equal in length (Fig. 4c). 

Pronotum with length/width equal; parallel sided but narrowing abruptly just before 
apex; base and apex truncate; apical margin distinct; sculpture and clothing similar 
to head except for nitid granules on the feeble elevations near centre of disc. 

Elytra length/width ratio 1.31; widest behind middle; surface with indistinctly seriate 
rows of pits interspersed with nitid granules; intervals 3, 5 and 7 with scale covered 
granular elevations, which are equally well defined on the posterior declivity; intervals 4 
and 6 conspicuously smooth on apical half and evenly clothed with appressed scales. 

Prosternum slightly elevated in front of anterior coxae. Legs moderately clothed with 
strongly curved red-brown scales. 

Genitalia. In addition to the distinctive aedeagus (Fig. 4, f, g) the tegmen is some¬ 
what flattened horizontally. 
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Fig. 7. —Megacolabus obesus n. sp. a, lett lore tibia; b, left hind tibia; c, left antenna; 
d, lateral view; e, dorsal view; f, aedeagus (dorsal); g, aedeagus (lateral). 


Holotype: $. Piano Flat, Garvie Mts., 2,000ft, 5.i.l953 (E. Fairbum). In 
Plant Diseases Division collection, Auckland. 

Paratypes: Same data as holotype. 1 $ in Plant Diseases Division collec¬ 
tion. Auckland: 2 spec, in E. S. Gourlay private collection, Nelson; 8 spec, in E. 
Fairburn private collection, Whangarei. 

Distribution: Known only from the one locality in Southland Province, 
South Island. 

Remarks: M . garviensis is the largest known species in the genus. It is 
closely allied to M. harrisi and M. decipiens but readily separated from both by 
the shallow scrobes and raised prostemum as well as by the bright, almost uniform 
clothing and absence of any white scales on the legs. 

Megacolabus reductus Marshall, 1938. Fig. 5: a-g. Plate 1, a. 

1938. Megacolabus reductus Marshall, Trans. Roy. Soc. N.Z . 67: 316-40. 

Length. 3.5-6.5 mm; breadth, 1.9-3.5 mm. 

Cuticle dull black, antennae and tarsi red-brown. Clothing consisting of extremely 
sparse, fine, pallid scales with the exception of a dense humeral patch of larger, appressed, 
yellow-brown scales and a narrow band that is not sinuous, of white scales surmounting 
the elytral declivity. 
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Head rugose, with deep fovea but without distinct elevations. Rostrum slightly longer 
than pronotum, much curved, broad at base narrowing to antennal insertion where it 
widens abruptly; basal portion with low oblique ridges and a median carina; apex finely 
punctate with a shallow sulcus on each side. Antennae robust; scapes widening gradually 
to apex; funiculi with joint 1 slightly longer than joint 2 (ratio 1.37) (Fig. 5c). 

Pronotum somewhat transverse (ratio 0.81); sides rounded, widest at two-thirds from 
base; apical margin sinuate with well developed ocular lobes; surface with numerous punc¬ 
tures and granules, elevations weak, the posterior pair being more or less obsolete. 

Elytra length/width ratio 1.29; sides gently and evenly rounded; surface with deep, 
distant punctures arranged serially and with many scattered granules; elevations obsolete 
or represented only by small aggregations of granules. 

Prosternum transversely depressed. 

Legs sparsely clothed with fine, curved setae, with inconspicuous bands of appressed 
white scales on mid and hind femora, and on some specimens, a patch of similar scales on 
outside of tibiae. 

Genitalia. Aedeagus as Fig. 5f, g. 

Holotype $. Mataraua, Kaikohe, 14.iii. 1929 (E. Fairburn). In British 
Museum (Natural History). 

Cotype $. Same data as holotype. In Brookes collection, Plant Diseases 
Division, D.S.I.R., Auckland. 

Other Material Examined: Auckland—Mataraua, Kaikohe, 14.iii.1929, 1 
spec. (E. Fairburn) (PDD); Mair Park, Whangarei, 21.X.1929, 2 spec. (E. Fair- 
burn) (PDD); Waimatenui, Northland, 11 .iv. 1952, 12 specs. (E. Fairburn) 
(EF). 

Distribution : Whangarei, Waimatenui-Mataraua district on the North 
Auckland peninsula. 

BBb\ 

Remarks: A somewhat obscure species, recognizable by the non-sinuous white 
band on the elytra and by joint 1 of the funiculus being slightly longer than 
joint 2. 

Megacolabus pteridosus n.sp. Fig. 6: a-g. Plate 1, d, e. 

Length, 5.5-6.0 mm; breadth, 2.5-2.9 mm. 

Cuticle dull black, antennae and tarsi red-brown. Sparingly clothed as follows: Rostrum 
with very sparse, fine, curved, pallid scales; head with tufts of curved, red-brown scales on 
the elevations and with dense, appressed scales of the same colour on vertex; pronotum 
almost bare; elytra with red-brown scales scattered on disc and sides and clustered in a 
dense humeral patch, with white scales at apex of humeral patch and forming a well- 
defined sinuous band surmounting the hind declivity. 

Head with vertex rugose, ridged above eyes, with well defined fovea and elevations. 
Rostrum slightly longer than pronotum, moderately stout, basal portion coarsely rugulose, 
with a sharply sculptured median carina; apex shining, punctate; scrobes deep, glabrous. 
Antennae robust, with joints 1 and 2 of funiculi equal in length (Fig. 6c). 

Pronotum almost quadrate (ratio 0.95). 

Elytra length/width ratio 1.34; scarcely narrowed at base, sides almost parallel to 
declivity, apex slightly produced ventrad; surface with conspicuous shining granules. 

Prosternum with a sharp transverse depression. 

Legs clothed sparsely with fine, curved scales and with dense appressed white scales 
forming narrow bands at base and wider median bands on all femora, some red-brown 
scales on tibiae; conspicuously granulate; hind mucrones directed strongly downward 
(Fig. 6b). 

Genitalia. Aedeagus as Figs. 6f, g. 

Holotype $ and para type S . Taumatatotara, 1,000ft., near Te Anga, 
20.X.1961 (B. M. May). In the collection of Plant Diseases Division, D.S.I.R., 
Auckland. 

Distribution: Known only from the one locality in Kawhia County, North 
Island. 

Remarks: Taken feeding on the fern Pteris macilenta A. Rich, at night. 


No. 15 


May —Revision of the Genus Megacolabus Broun 


163 



Fio. 8.—Distribution of the genus Megacolabus. Abbreviations: d, M. decipiens; g, 
M. garviensis ; h, M. harrisi: o, M. obesus; p, M. pteridosus; r, M. reductus; s, M. sculp - 

turatus. 
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Megacolabus obesus n.sp. Fig. 7, a-g. Plate 1, c. 

Length, 4.5 mm; breadth, 2.6 mm. 

Cuticle dull black, antennae and tarsi red-brown. Clothing of scattered yellowish 
scales, mostly appressed, but those at apex of pronotum and on cephalic elevations long 
and curved. 

Head rugose, with distinct elevations and deep fovea. Rostrum stout, much curved, 
with dorsum conspicuously elevated at base, giving a humped appearance viewed from 
the side (Fig. 7d), longitudinally rugose; apex coarsely punctate with a shallow sulcus on 
each side; scrobes somewhat narrow, widening before eyes. Antennae with joint 1 of 
funiculi slightly longer than joint 2 (ratio 1.40). 

Pronotum somewhat transverse (ratio 0.88), widest at two-thirds from base; apical 
margin sinuate; ocular lobes well developed; surface uneven with conspicuous granules and 
tubercles. 

Elytra with length/width ratio 1.19, spheroidal but for the produced apex; dorsal out¬ 
line rising abruptly from base, curving to the almost perpendicular declivity (Fig. 7d) ; 
surface rugged with shallow pits, large shiny granules and gross tubercles, the intervals on 
the declivity relatively smooth. 

Prosternum only slightly depressed. 

Legs sparsely clothed, with white scales present only on mid and hind femora; surface 
distantly granulate. 

Genitalia. Aedeagus as Figs. 7 f, g. 

Holotype $. Mataraua, Kaikohe, 14.iii. 1929 (E. Fairbum). In the collec¬ 
tion at Plant Diseases Division, D.S.I.R., Auckland. 

Distribution. Known only from the one locality on the North Auckland 
peninsula. 

Remarks: Described from a single specimen similar in size to the M. reductus 
group, but distinct by reason of its unusual proportions and sculpture. Taken on 
the underside of fern leaves at night. 
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